TOWN WARRANT
HANCOCK, SS

STATE OF MAINE


TO Kevin Copeland, Resident of the Town of Otis, in the County of Hancock.

Greetings:


In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Otis, in said County, qualified by law to vote on Saturday, 10th day of May, 2025 at 9:00 A.M. to act on the following articles:
ARTICLE 1: To choose a Moderator to preside at said Meeting.

ARTICLE 2: To elect a Selectman for a 3 year term.
ARTICLE 3: To elect a Road Commissioner for a 3 year term.

ARTICLE 4: To elect a School Board Member for a 1 year term.

ARTICLE 5: To elect a School Board Member for a 3 year term.
ARTICLE 6: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Regular Instruction.


Recommend $1,047,275


(Last Year:983,074)
ARTICLE 7: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Special Education.


Recommend $360,969


(Last Year:330,087)
ARTICLE 8: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Other Education.


Recommend $16,420


(Last Year:14,920)
ARTICLE 9: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for the Student and Staff Support.

Recommend $89,689


(Last Year:118,273)
ARTICLE 10: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for System Administration.


Recommend $84,832


(Last Year:83,166)
ARTICLE 11: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for School Administration.


Recommend $284,292


(Last Year:271,897)
ARTICLE 12: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Transportation and Buses.
Recommend $45,500


(Last Year:76,554)
ARTICLE 13: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Facilities Maintenance.


Recommend $208,973


(Last Year:202,599)
ARTICLE 14: To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for All Other Expenditures.


Recommend $20,000


(Last Year:15,000)


























           ARTICLE 15: To see what sum the municipality will appropriate for the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act (Recommend $1,150,929) and to see what sum the municipality will raise as the municipality’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688.  Recommend $1,012,698
Explanation:  The school administrative unit’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act is the amount of money determined by state law to be the minimum amount that a municipality must raise in order to receive the full amount of state dollars.








                                                                                                      PLEASE NOTE:  Action taken on the following article must be taken by written ballot.

.
ARTICLE 16:  Shall the Town of Otis raise and appropriate $647,781in additional local funds, which exceeds the State’s Essential Programs and Services allocation model by $647,781 as required to fund the budget recommended by the school committee?  

The school committee recommends $647,781 for additional local funds and gives the following reasons for exceeding the State’s Essential Programs and Services funding model by $647,781.
Explanation:  The additional local funds are those locally raised funds over and above the school administrative unit’s local contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and local amounts raised for the annual payment on non-state funded debt service that will help achieve the (municipality/district) budget for educational programs.




















        





















               ARTICLE 17:  To see what sum the Town of Otis will authorize the school committee to expend for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026 from the school administrative unit’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act, non-state-funded school construction projects, additional local funds for school purposes under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15690, unexpended balances, tuition, receipts, state subsidy and other receipts for the support of schools.





Recommend: $2,157,950
ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town will appropriate $40,000.00 from the School Surplus account to reduce the additional local share (tax revenues).

Recommend: $40,000
ARTICLE 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $18,800.00 for the Assessors Account. (includes Assessor, Tax Maps ,Revaluation, Lien Costs)












(Last Year:$14,800.00)
ARTICLE 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $5,000.00 for the Legal Fees.








(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $9,800.00 for the audit of the Town Books.





(Last Year:$8,800.00)
ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate  $3,500.00 for the Maine Municipal Association.






(Last Year:Same)





ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $131,774.00 for the County Tax.








(Last Year:$107,800.00)

ARTICLE 24: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $9,000.00 for the Ambulance Account.






(Last Year:$8,500.00)
ARTICLE 25: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $18,500.00 for the Fire Account.









(Last Year:Same))

ARTICLE 26: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $5,000.00 to be added to the continuing account for the Mariaville Volunteer Fire Department to be used towards the Equipment Reserve.






(Last Year: Same)
ARTICLE 27: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to pay forest fire protection costs, which are not covered by insurance, from un-appropriated surplus.

ARTICLE 28: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $3,200.00 to the Hancock County Regional Communications Center (RCC-911) for emergency 9-1-1 services. 









(Last Year:$2,800.00)

ARTICLE 29: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $300.00 for the Animal Control Account and allow the Town to expend revenues from the ACO Town Account for the purpose of paying any charges incurred for the boarding of stray animals.









(Last Year:Same)

ARTICLE 30: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $37,900.00 for the Insurance Account.






(Last Year:34,900.00)

(Property & Casualty/Public Officials-Workers Compensation-Health Insurance)

ARTICLE 31: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $8,000.00 for Office Equipment and Supplies.





(Last Year:Same)

ARTICLE 32: To see if the Town will vote and appropriate $97,700.00 for office management. SSI, MED,MEPERS., Unemployment, Advertising, Telephone, Copier, Computer Services, Postage, Assoc. Dues, Reg of Deeds, Town Reports, Mileage, Manuals, Education & Training, TRIO Licensing & WEB maintenance and Contingency Account.
















(Last Year: $74,300.00)

ARTICLE 33: To see if the Town will vote to set Administration salaries for Administration at the following: Admin office salaries-$109,290.00/Ballot Clerks-$1000.00/Three Selectmen $15,000.00, /Planning Board-$5,000.00/Board of Appeals-$300.00/Code Enforcement-$24,000.00/Animal Control-$2,400.00/Constable $1,000.00/E-911 Officer,$1,000.00/Moderator-$200.00.
ARTICLE 34: To see if the Town will vote raise and appropriate $159,190.00 for Administration and authorize the Selectmen to spend a portion of the fees collected for administration such as agent, clerk, miscellaneous fees and revenues as determined by the Selectmen.









(Last Year: $151,563.00)
ARTICLE 35: To see if the Town will set for the School Board salaries at $4,500.00. (This is to set salaries only-actual dollar will be expended from the school budget.)









(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 36: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $112,000.00 for the Snow Removal Account for snow removal, sanding and to purchase salt and sand.









(Last Year:Same)
ARTICLE 37: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $91,500.00 for the operation of the Transfer Station, and solid waste tipping fees.









(Last Year: $115,320.00)

ARTICLE 38: To see if the Town will appropriate $50,000.00 from Undesignated Surplus to the Re -evaluation account.
ARTICLE 39: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $10,000.00 in a continuing for the Local Road Account to maintain and repair the town ways and bridges.









(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 40: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $6,000.00 for the West Shore Road Maintenance Account. (Starting at the Gary Moore Rd and continuing to the Boat Landing.)








(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 41: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,000.00 for the purchase of 911 house numbers/new and replacement street signs.








(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 42: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $200.00 for the pre-ambulating the town lines.






(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 43: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $23,900.00 for the operation and maintenance of the Town Buildings. (OCC Building, Salt/Sand Shed and Universal Building includes utilities)








(Last Year: $23,200.00)

ARTICLE 44: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $12,000.00 for General Recreation.









(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 45: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $7,000.00 for care and improvement of cemeteries.









(Last Year: $7,000.00)

ARTICLE 46: To see if the Town will vote to allow the Selectmen and/or General Assistance Administrator to make payments for general assistance and emergency general assistance from the undesignated fund balance.
ARTICLE 47: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,000.00 for the Beech Hill Dam.









(Last Year:Same)

ARTICLE 48: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,000.00 for the Hancock County Planning  Commission.

ARTICLE 49: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $7,000.00 for boat launch repairs and maintenance for the public boat launch and public beach located on the West Shore Road of Beech Hill Pond.









(Last Year: $5,000.00)

ARTICLE 50: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $12,965.00 for the following Non-Profit Charities:




Lake Group




$500.00




YMCA





$1,000.00




American Red Cross



$500.00




Hospice





$800.00




Ellsworth City Library



$3,365.00




Life Flight




$800.00



Emmaus Shelter



$1,000.00




What’s For Suppa



$4,000.00




Otis Scholarship




$1,000.00

ARTICLE 51: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $50,000.00 to the Road Paving Reserve Account. (Replaces the Paving Loan Account)









(Last Year: $50,000.00)
ARTICLE 52: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from surplus $7,000.00 for the 4th of July fireworks on Beech Hill Pond.









(Last Year: $6,000.00)

ARTICLE 53: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow or appropriate from un-appropriated surplus $40,000.00 as they deem advisable to meet unanticipated expenses and emergencies that occur during the fiscal year 2025/2026.








(Last Year: Same)

ARTICLE 54: To see if the Town will vote to fix the interest rate for delinquent 2025-2026 personal and property taxes at 6%.
ARTICLE 55: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen and Treasurer to make temporary loans in anticipation of, and to paid out of, current taxes for the municipal year 2025/2026 and to issue negotiable notes thereof.
ARTICLE 56: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell and dispose of any real estate acquired by the Town for non-payment of taxes on terms and conditions that they deem to be in the best interest of the public.
ARTICLE 57: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectboard to take all actions and execute all documents necessary to lease, on behalf of the Town of Otis, the fire emergency medical services station building located on the Olive Carr Rd to the Mariaville Volunteer Fire Department (MFVD) for the purpose of the MFVD providing fire protection and emergency medical services for the residents of the Town of Otis and Mariaville. 
ARTICLE 58: Shall the Town Of Otis vote to authorize the Selectmen to accept and expend State funds for the following categories (30-A, MRSA, Section 5682): Municipal Revenue Sharing, Local Road Assistance, State Aid to Education (including Federal pass-through funds and property tax relief), Civil Emergency Funds (Emergency Management Assistance), Snowmobile Reimbursement Money, Tree Growth Reimbursement, General Assistance Reimbursement, Veterans Exemptions Reimbursements, Homestead Reimbursements, State Grants, American Rescue Plan (ARP) or other (UNKNOWN) funds, gifts and/or donations.
ARTICLE 59: To see if the Town will vote to accept the following estimated revenues of offset raised and appropriated:

$165,000.00


from Vehicle Excise Taxes

$    4,000.00


from Watercraft/Aircraft Excise Taxes

$   11,000.00


from General Interest

$  18,000.00


from Tree Growth Reimbursement

$       500.00



from Vet Exemption Reimbursement

$ 110,000.00


from undesignated surplus

A total of $308,500.00 to reduce the 2025/2026 Tax Commitment.









(Last Year:239,500.00)

ARTICLE 60: To see if the Town will vote to increase the property tax levy limit of $63,676.14 established by state law, for the Town of Otis, in the event that the municipal budget approved under the preceding articles result in a tax commitment that is greater than the property tax levy limit.

The Registrar gives notice she will be in session at the Otis Town Office at 8:30 A.M., May 10,2025, for the purpose of hearing and deciding upon applications of those claiming the right to vote in said Town and the name will be received not later than 8:45 A.M. on said day of election/meeting such as were on the list of the previous year have been inadvertently omitted by the Registrar.

Given under our hands this April 2,2025
_____________________
______________________
_____________________

Kevin Copeland

Faith Colburn


James Dunn
SELECTMEN of OTIS

STATE OF MAINE, HANCOCK, Ss.




_______________










Date
Return of Warrant

Otis, Maine






March 27,2024

Pursuant to the within warrant to me directed, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of   said town, qualified as herein expressed, to meet as said time and place, and for the purposes therein named by posting an attested copy of said warrant at the bulletin board of the Town Office is said town, being public and conspicuous places in said town on the 27th day of March, A.D. 2024, being at least seven days before the meeting.








______________________________








Kevin Copeland-Constable
                              
